
TALL WEEDS, GRASS AND TRASH CAN BE HAZARDOUS TO YOUR HEALTH 

The Warren County Board of Health, has issued  information that will be beneficial to your health and wellbeing as it 

pertains to LYMES DISEASE. 

Lymes Disease is transmitted to humans through the bites of Ixodes Scapulari, also known as the blacklegged tick, and 

caused by the bacterium Borrelia burgdorferi.  Ohio has seen an increase in the number of cases of Lyme disease over the 

last four years with 93 cases in 2013, 119 cases in 2014, 154 cases in 2015, and 160 cases in 2016, respectively. 

The increase in the number of cases has occurred concurrently with an increase in the population of the primary vector of 

the of the disease, the blacklegged tick.  Many instances of Lymes disease are initially identified by the appearance of an 

erythema migrans rash that sometimes looks like a “bull’s eye.”  Lyme disease can manifest in various symptoms 

depending on the stage of the infection including fever, rash, facial paralysis, and even arthritis. 

Treatment of patients with Lyme disease typically consists of an antibiotic regimen which can usually result in a rapid 

and complete recovery when began during the early stages of Lyme disease.  Some of the most common antibiotics used 

to treat infection include amoxicillin and doxycycline.  Lyme disease and other tick-borne diseases can be prevented in 

several ways.  Prevent tick bites on your family, your pets, and yourself by avoiding wooded areas and areas with high 

grass, wearing repellent that contains 20% or more of DEET, IR3535, picardian on exposed skin, and examining children, 

pets, and clothing when coming in from the outdoors.  Homeowners can reduce the likelihood that ticks will be in their 

yard by mowing frequently, cleaning tall grass and brush around the home, removing any trash from the yard that could 

give ticks, and other pests, a place  to hide.  For more information related to ticks and Lyme disease visit 

www.CDC.gov or WWW.odh.ohio.gov 
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